
Feb 10, 2018 - Business Meeting for the Oregon Association for Music Therapy  
 

Board Members in Attendance 
● Pres-Elect/Acting President: Brenda Walleman 
● Vice-President: Lillieth Grand 
● Secretary: Kate Harris 
● Public Relations: Jess Hart 

 
Brenda calls the meeting to order at 12:09pm.  
 
Kate makes a motion to approve the agenda for this meeting as presented.  
Anne Vitort seconds the motion.  
Unanimous approval of agenda. Motion carries. 
 
Lillieth Grand moves to approve the minutes from Business Meeting on 9/24/2017. 
Richard Stubbs seconds. 
Unanimous approval of minutes. Motion carries. 
 
 
OFFICER REPORTS 

● PRESIDENT 
○ Danielle was unable to be here today so Brenda has been taking charge of the president duties as well. 

Brenda presents the President Update: 
■ I have had the honor of serving on this board for two years with these incredibly talented and 

hard working music therapists. We have taken on the difficult task of writing and editing a policies 
and procedures manual and job descriptions to hand on to the next board. I have been able to 
check in with each board member and provide support when needed. I have also been able to 
provide guidance to our President Elect, Brenda, and passed on all formal documents for the 
organization to her. To my knowledge the organization is compliant to our current bylaws and 
complies with all State and Federal requirements to meet a non-profit status. On a personal note, 
recently I welcomed a new addition to my family, Riley Noel Crowe, who is now 7 weeks old. With 
this change I have sought and received support from our President Elect as outlined in our bylaws 
and remained in contact throughout this transition. I wish I could be with you all in person today, 
as I care deeply for this community, though at this time I am putting the needs of my family above 
my own. I wish you all the best and hope this conference has been an enlightening and uplifting 
experience. 

 
● PRESIDENT-ELECT 

○ Brenda explains how we will vote on new Bylaws and continue the meeting. We will be transitioning from 
the old board to the new board.  

○ We will take nominations for new board members during this report. They will close after this meeting.  
○ The general duties of the board are read for everyone prior to nominations. Kate points out that Job 

Descriptions are publicly available on the website for more specific descriptions.  
 
Lillieth moves to table Brenda’s report until after everyone else gives their reports allowing for more informed nominations.  
Rob Sodza seconds.  
Unanimous approval. Motion carries. 
 

● VICE PRESIDENT 
○ Lillieth updates everyone that the conference budget is fine with the attendance we have.  
○ Lillieth says if you claim this as a conference it will count as 5 credits. If you claim this as an umbrella 

grouping you can get this up to 10 credits.  
○ We set it up that way so that you can get 10 credits and we did not have to spend money to get this CBMT 

approved. This will still count for credits, it is just a little more work for you.  
○ Lillieth advises that we don’t have a state conference because of the WRAMTA conference being held in 

Portland. Maybe the next board could take a little more of a role in that conference instead.  
 

● TREASURER 
○ Marti resigned at the end of December.  
○ The board decided to wait until now to get a new treasurer.  



○ We are financially healthy. Exact figures are shown on the powerpoint. As of Dec 31st our finances are 
Paypal: $300; OnPoint Savings: $305.22; OnPoint Checking: $4,429.  

○ Someone from the membership asks “Is the treasurer the one in charge of tax returns?” Yes. 
○ The budget is shown on the projector for anyone who needs it.  

 
● SECRETARY 

○ Kate updated everyone on what she does for the organization. 
○ She told everyone to be a part of the board and potentially will be media coordinator for the board.  

 
● PUBLIC RELATIONS 

○ Jess explains about her job that she does for the board. She encourages people who are familiar with social 
media to nominate themselves.  

○ PR also sets up job shadowing. We have a list of people who have consented to job shadowing.  
○ Question: How much is it public knowledge that you reach out to OAMT for job shadowing? How is the 

word out there?  
■ Three people are involved in this, PR, Secretary, Media Coordinator. So if we were to do that now 

we would work on some posts for facebook or the website.  
■ Kate says to put on the website something that says “If you are interested in shadowing any of 

these consenting professionals, please contact [insert pr email].” 
■ Brenda says we can do more to advocate for music therapy at fairs. 
■ People who observe are required to sign an ethics or hippa consent form.  

 
● STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE 

○ Currently do not have anyone.  
 

● MEDIA COORDINATOR 
○ Kate has been acting as this, but we need someone who is not necessarily a member, but good at 

computers and websites and stuff.  
 

Lillieth moves to take Brenda’s report off the table.  
Jean Nicholas seconds.  
Unanimous approval. Motion carries.  
 

● PRESIDENT ELECT PT.II 
○ We will now take nominations. 

■ Pres-Elect 
● Maggie Johnson. She accepts.  

■ Vice-President 
● Jessica Western. She accepts.  

■ Treasurer 
● Richard Stubbs. Self-nominated 

■ Secretary 
● Tonya Fisher.Self-nominated.  

■ Public Relations 
● Rob Sozda. Self-nominated. 

■ Media Coordinator 
● Alexis Baker. Self-nominated. 

■ Student Representative 
● Cody Mills. Cody accepts. 
● Calvin Porterfield. Self-nominated. 

○ If no one is elected or accepts, then it is up to the board to run a special election or nominate someone. 
○ Brenda closes nominations. 
○ Brenda asks for volunteers to count the ballots.  

■ Josh Wilson 
■ Jean Nicholas 
■ Amy Driscoll 

 
OLD BUSINESS 

● BYLAW CHANGES 
○ The board was unable to get those changes to the members three weeks in advance. Brenda states that she 

would entertain a motion to suspend Section 4. so that we can vote on the bylaws today.  



 
Anne Vitorts motions that we suspend Sect 4. so we can vote on the suggested bylaw changes today.  
Liska McNally seconds.  
Is there any discussion? It is discussed that the bylaws must be reviewed in detail right now.  
Unanimous approval. Motion carries. 
 

● Lily verbally reviews the bylaw changes in detail. If passed these bylaws changes will be posted on the 
website.  

 
Richard Stubbs moves to approve the bylaw changes as presented by the board.  
Jessica Western seconds. 
Unanimous approval. Motion passes. Kate will put these on the website.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

● Elections: 
○ It is explained how to properly vote on the new board members for both professionals and students.  
○ Ballots are passed out to the members. Members are given a chance to vote in the election.  
○ Brenda presents the results of the new board 

■ Pres-Elect: Maggie Johnson 
■ Vice President: Jessica Western 
■ Treasurer: Richard Stubbs 
■ Secretary: Tonya Fisher 
■ PR: Rob Sozda 
■ Media Coordinator: Alexis Baker 
■ Student Representative: Calvin Porterfield (Pacific) 

○ Brenda explains that if you are interested in helping with a smaller commitment, we have a signup sheet in 
the lobby for anything that you are interested in helping with. Brenda will reach out to you to follow up.  

 
Brenda entertains the motion to recess the meeting.  
Richard Stubbs moves to recess the meeting until dinner.  
Lily seconds. Unanimous approval. Motion carries.  
 

 
 
Brenda calls the meeting back to order at 6:03pm.  
 
GOOD AND WELFARE 
Lillieth explains the purpose of good and welfare and encourages people to share what is going on in their lives.  
 
Maggie Hines 

● There are two freshman students from Pacific University.  
 
Anne Vitort 

● Tomorrow is her seventh year of being in business. She just hired her eighth music therapist. She is hoping to open up 
projects for the community. She said let me know if anyone wants to work on the other side of the river.  

● Everyone says she is great to work for, and she is not currently accepting interns.  
 
Amy Driscoll 

● She is the program manager for David’s Harp, a day program for adults with mental illness. They do music therapy 
and art activities, outings. The program is celebrating its 40th anniversary. They are hosting a celebration fundraiser 
on March 1st from 6pm-9pm at the Lagunitas Community Room. It includes dinner. www.davidsharp.org 

 
Liska McNally 

● She is about a year and a half working at geriatric psych at a providence hospital. They just hired another music 
therapist. She was awarded Employee of the Month last month.  

 
Lillieth Grand  

● Milestone’s music therapy has their first internship opportunity now, and by this summer she is going to be hiring her 
first employee, Hannah.  

http://www.davidsheart.org/


● Lillieth is going to be keynote speaker for the Brain Injury Alliance of the northwest. She will be addressing everyone 
at the conference including patients, caregivers, and professionals. It will be the first weekend of March, the same 
weekend as the WRAMTA Conference. Someone suggests a press release around that keynote speech. 

● Lillieth’s 16 year old is taking a Make a Wish trip! They are going on a Disney cruise. During the trip they get a 35 page 
guidelines about Make a Wish, and in there one of the rules is the trip covers two parents and all siblings under 18. 
Her other son is 18, so he was excluded. Lillieth bargains with them to let him go with them, because he is TJ’s 
favorite brother. They approved it so he gets to go with the rest of the family.  

● Lillieth is moving out, and she will be moving out tomorrow by 9pm. She requests some people to help her get the 
rest of her stuff out by tomorrow.  

● Lillieth is totally open for setups. She is looking for someone to marry and ready for a commitment. Kate jokes to 
email the OAMT Secretary if you have a lead.  

● There is a continuing education opportunity through Landmark. She encourages people to look into it. She swears by 
the courses and says it is allowing her to live the life she loves and care for her kids. The first meeting is $675 and it 
would count about 32 credits. Lillieth has brochures.  

 
Jay Dressler 

● Marylhurst is putting on a production of Sweeney Todd. Saturday Feb 24 at 7:30pm, Sunday Feb 25th at 4:00pm. 
Students are $10, non students are $15.  

 
Abi Christian 

● The first day of her internship her house got crashed into by a car, and the hole just got fixed 
● Lower back issue and her physiatrist in Utah told her to find a physical therapist. 

 
Hannah Benion 

● She traveled to India to do some music therapy. She is planning to set up a presentation with everyone to share her 
experience.  

● Continuing education. She is hosting a sound birthing training all day event. It will be a hybrid course. Lily will be 
leading the experience, but there will be an online portion with an expert. $500/ professionals 

 
Brea 

● She is looking for help with a research project and wants our help. She is working on a paper. If you have run into a 
situation where you have seen music cause harm, she would like to talk to you.  

● Another project she has been working on is a podcast called “Instru(mental)” The idea is to review Music Psych 
literature, then tell a little about music therapists and music cognition. What is happening with music therapy. Her 
first episode is finished and she would love some good detailed and honest feedback before she releases it.  

 
Alexis Baker 

● Celebrating first year in private practice. Making a lot of progress in senior care.  
 
Cody Mills 

- There is a continuing education opportunity at Marylhurst for creative arts therapy conference.  
 
Jessica Western 

- Intern at Willamette Valley hospice. Gilly and she have been playing music together as a duo called Death by Playlist. 
Their show will be on April 14th.  

 
Josh Wilson 

- He got married, he got a good job at the state hospital. He is accepting clients for GIM.  
 
Brenda Walleman 

- She has a hernia, so she has to sleep upright to prevent cancer and other issues. She is coming to Portland in May to 
get this fixed. She will be here in May if we want to hang out and bring her pureed foods.  

 
Lisa Peterson 

- Introducing herself. She works at Pacific University and she is hoping to stay in Forest Grove now. She is ready to work 
somewhere and looking for something new and different. She will be available at the end of June for a new 
opportunity. She is working on a project with Brea. She is performing more with a cello and accordion duo. She is 
interested in community music therapy. 

 
Jasmine Libert 



- She found out she is a semifinalist for the Fulbright national scholarship. She will be teaching english, taking classes, 
and doing research in Vienna.  

 
Samantha Ragsdale 

- Americorp member serving in a rural community with diverse kids who do not get access to music. She has proposed 
the idea of music therapy that is for the community. She is asking if anyone is interested in this at all, she would like 
to connect with you. Samantha@ethos.org. Send her an email. She works with preschoolers up to high schoolers. She 
is saying she will buy us lunch and coffee, and please come volunteer.  

- Time with Americorp will end in the middle of July. There will be another position for her to take. 
 
Chris Korb 

- Because the program is doing so well, they will be hiring Brea for ¾ time next year instead of half.  
- Researchgate is a website that has reached over 100 views. She is getting permission from PAcific to restart the soul 

sound project  
- Her daughter is going to be on Law and Order:SVU and her character’s name is Pamela Jones. Her agent has been 

with her for 30 years. She was her agent’s first client. Perseverance and patience has made a difference.  
- Thanks everyone for being her family! 

 
Andrea Eitner 

- She had all of her paperwork approved to finish the next part of her NICU training.  
 
Brenda Walleman  

- She opened her practice about a year ago. She had two high school students do their senior projects on music 
therapy. One of them might become a music therapist.  

- She doesn’t play saxophone. 
 
Kat Fulton 

- They are new OAMT members. She wants to brag on Christy because she is going to be a business owner for a year. 
March 1st. She contracts with a hospital in San Diego, a year ago they wanted to cut her hours. She went in to present 
to the CEO and executive committee, and they doubled their hours.  

- “Thanks for having us at the Oregon conference.” 
- They are still selling starter kits with diffusers and essential oils.  

 
Cody 

- Another event at Marylhurst. The sensory friendly band concert. March 4th during the conference, but it is for kids. It 
will be sensorially friendly for the kids who need to move or fidget or play instruments during the show. There will be 
a wind symphony and a choir. In the lobby, they offer a music therapy informational table telling parents about music 
therapy. Please give them business cards, flyers and brochures.  

 
Zach  

- His wife is going to have their third child in April. His wife’s name is Kate. He went back to school for music therapy. 
He is happy to be here with some connections.  

 
Good and Welfare is done.  
 
Kate moves to adjourn the meeting. 
Jess seconds. Unanimous approval. Motion carries.  
 
The meeting adjourns at 6:52pm. 
 
  

mailto:Samantha@ethos.org

